
December 2, 1967

Ma Grandm Downlok
North Manchester, Indiana 46962

Dear David:

for Band. Areas of fuzzy recollection are indicated.

1950 had been making the agency rounds in New York, trying to
book the most famous artists available for weekly appearances
wi th  the Band.  Bus iness wasn ' t  too  great .

The thought occurred that Hindemith might be coaxed into a guest
Conductor appearance, so at the end of the week, when the agencies
would be closed anyway, I took off for New Haven.

As a former student at the Yale School of Music, and as a gesture

h i m  o f  m y  i n t e n t i o n s .  T o  c l e a r  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  A l o n g

o f  p r o d i g i o u s  t a l e n t ;  h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  c o m e .

he was much too busy to conduct, particularly at the time I wanted
to book him, which was early in the season.
enchanted with the United States, and confided that he would pro-?  c u t  t o  e n

He was becoming dis-

M y  i m p r e s s i o n  w a s  A m e r i c a n  s t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  a r o u s e  h i s
enthusiasn®

The mood o f  the  man was  impor tan t .  As  I  say ,  the  wea ther  was  co ld
a n d  g r a y ; t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  w a s  d a r k ,  a n d  w e  s a t  q u i e t l y  w h i l e
he  ta l ked  and  rem in i sced ,  and  so ld  h imse l f  t he  i dea ,  p i ecemea l .
We being Mrs. Hindemith and me.

He  reca l l ed  be ing  i n  t he  German  A rmy  -  i n  a  sma l l  m i l i t a r y  Band

a n d  t h e  t i m e s  t h e y

h a d  o c c u r r e d  t o  h i m .  M i n d ,  n o  p r o m i s e s ,  b u t  j u s t  m a y b e .  T h e n



after assurances the schedule would be altered to his availability
followed a long interrogation about the Band, performer quality,
instrumentation.

At the last, he ventured (again, no promises) that if he could
squeeze thetime, he might even wr i te  a  l i t t le  someth ing.  I
remember his deep concern with the degree of skill of certain
instruments;: he was outlining ideas in his mind already.

a n d  n i a  d e a r  f a c t ,  n e t  t h e  e ,  p a r e n t  i  L o o n ,
because if he wrote anything a complex arrangement of handling
it would be necessary, involving them, into which I would have
to the ph Mrs. Hinde 1th or develocred me to keep in closefor developments.

At the close of this lengthy and gratifying visit he indicated
that what he wrote would be dedicated to the Band.

I cannot recall if I returned to New York the following Monday

t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  g o i n g t o  b e  a  f u l l  S y m p h o n y .

A s s o c i a t e d  w a s  f l a b b e r g a s t e d  a b o u t  i t .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c e  w a s
h e a d e d  b y  a  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  w h o s e  a s s i s t a n t  w a s  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f

t h o u g h t  I  c o u l d  h e l p  t h e m  k e e p  h i m ,  a n d  e x e r t e d  p r e s s u r e

whole idea in progressive stages.
As you know, my releases during his appearances contained the
phrase 'written and dedicated to The United States Army Band'
0r'written and dedicated to Captain Hugh Curry and The United: 17,
States Army Band' which is exactly what should appear on the
printed score, and it was with euxprise I have learned it does "
not. Perhaps the piqued publishers arranged it.5 2 1 3

For what it is worth, I can assure you that the Symphony inB-Flat for Band was specifically written for this Freedon Sings
performance by Captain Hugh Curry and the United States Army
Band, and was intended to be so dedicated by the Composer.

Your last question is a little delicate. A relative of Mrs.

a t  t h e  F o r t  M y e r  O f f i c e r ' s  C l u b .  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  a t t e n d ,  b u t
s a p t a i n  C u r r y  r a n  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  s t a t i o  f z o n  a  s e n i o r  a r r i c e r
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The  pa r t i cu la r  h igh - rank ing  ind i v idua l  was  too  impor tan t  to
t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  B a n d  t o  r i s k  a n t a g o n i z i n g  f o r  a  s o c i a l
g e s t u r e . The important th ing, the symphony, existed and we
p r e m i e r e d  i t .

Wi thout  rambl ing  on  fo rever ,  I  have t r ied  to  supp ly  as  much
background as may be he lp fu l  to  you.  In  the event  you need
f u r t h e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  l e t  m e  k n o w  a n d  I ' l l  d o
a l l  I  c a n .

I ' m  s e n d i n g  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  o v e r  t o  M a j o r  M i t c h e l l .  A t  t h a t
t ime a Char les Peterson was our L ibrar ian,  and he was yes-
p o n s i b l e  a tour end for producing parts from the movements
a s  t h e y  a r r i v e d ,  r i g h t  d o w n  t o  t h e  w i r e . . Pete may be able to
Check me out on somed e t a i l s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s .

Sincerely,

t h r e

a r g e  i n o r
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T e n t i ?  t h e  u n d e r  d t  m a c e  d e
t o r o  C o n a r d t r a t

K e i t h  W r i g h t
3 7 4 1  P r o s p e r i t y  A v e n u e
F a i r f a x ,  V a .  2 2 0 3 0

canar. r. PAPA

c c :  T U S A B
W2

A f t e r t h o u g h t s : 95 11: $ * t h e  e v e n t s

1. :  You found no cop ies  o f  my le t ters  because I  phoned regu lar ly , :
b e i n g  a  s i n g u l a r l y  p o o r  t y p i s t .

2 .  The Washington Evening Star  has earned four  Pu l i tzer  pr izes
in  the  pas t  decade .  For  exce l lence  and  accuracy  in  repor t ing .

h o n e  w i t h
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- o t ,  M a r s r a i d  c o l l e
1  6
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r i e , N o t  i t  w o u l d  c o n  c i
m u s t  t h e  t


